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The  State  of  Illinois  has  established  a 
program  to  compensate  innocent  victims  of 
violent  crimes  or  their  dependents.  This  law, 
known  as  the  Crime  Victims  Compensation  Act, 
became  effective  on  October  1,  1973.  It  applies 
only  to  injuries  sustained  on  or  after  that  date. 

The  law  is  designed  to  help  reduce  the 
financial  burdens  often  imposed  on  innocent 
persons  who  are  seriously  injured  by  violent 
crimes  and  also  to  encourage  cooperation  with 
law  enforcement  agencies.  Such  cooperation  is 
necessary  for  effective  law  enforcement. 

This  brochure  was  prepared  to  promote 
public  understanding  of  this  new  and  progressive 
program. 

It  contains  answers  to  the  most  frequently 
asked  questions  about  the  program. 


1.  WHO  CAN  FILE  A  CLAIM? 

(a)  If  you  are  the  victim  of  a  crime*  and 
sustained  personal  physical  injuries;  or 

(b)  If  tire  victim  dies  as  a  direct  result  of  a 
crime,  and  you  were  dependent  for  your 
support  upon  said  victim;  or 

(c)  If  you  are  related  to  the  victim  and  you 
pay  for  reasonable  medical  and  funeral 
expenses  for  said  victim. 

(d)  Exclusions— you  are  not  eligible  for 
compensation  unless: 


1.  You  have  promptly  reported  the  crime 
to  the  proper  police  authorities; 

2.  You  have  fully  cooperated  with  law 
enforcement  officials; 

3.  Your  financial  loss  is  over  $200.00; 

4.  The  victim  and  the  criminal  were  not 
related  and  had  not  shared  the  same 
household; 

5.  The  injury  to  or  the  death  of  the  victim 
was  not  attributable  to  the  wrongful 
conduct  of  the  victim. 


*Only  the  following  crimes  are  covered  by  this  law: 


Murder 

Voluntary 

Manslaughter 

Kidnapping 

Aggravated  Kidnapping 
Rape 

Deviate  Sexual 
Assault 


Arson 

Indecent  Liberties 
With  a  Child 

Assault 

Aggravated  Assault 
Battery 

Reckless  Conduct 


2.  HOW  TO  FILE  A  CLAIM. 

(a)  Notice  of  intent  to  file  a  claim  must  be 
filed  with  the  Attorney  General  within 
six  months  following  the  date  of  injury; 

(b)  Application  for  compensation  must  be 
filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Claims  within  two  years  following  the 
date  of  the  injury. 


(c)  Extensions  of  time  for  filing  notices  and 
applications  may  be  granted  by  the 
Court  for  good  cause  shown. 

(Forms  for  notice  and  application  may  be 
obtained  upon  request  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Claims.) 

3.  WHAT  COMPENSATION  MAY  BE  PAID? 

(a)  Medical  and  hospital  expenses;  nursing 
care;  loss  of  earnings  up  to  $500.00  per 
month;  funeral  and  burial  expenses;  loss 
of  support. 

(b)  Compensation  is  limited  to  the 
applicant’s  expenses  above  $200.00. 
Compensation  is-  not  allowed  to  the 
extent  the  injury  or  death  results  in 
compensation  from  any  source,  except 
compensation  from  annuities,  pension 
plans,  Social  Security  benefits  and  the 
first  $25,000.00  of  life  insurance. 

(c)  There  shall  be  no  recovery  for  property 
loss  or  damage. 

(d)  There  shall  be  no  recovery  for  pain  and 
suffering. 

(e)  Total  recovery  may  not  exceed 

$10,000.00. 

(f)  There  shall  be  deducted  from  any  award 
of  the  Court  $200.00,  plus  all  of  the 
applicant’s  expenses  paid  from  any 
source  other  than  those  listed  in  3b 
above. 


4.  HOW  WILL  YOUR  CLAIM  BE 

INVESTIGATED? 

(a)  You  will  be  required  to  furnish  such 
information  as  the  Court  and  the 
Attorney  General  may  request. 

(b)  The  information  in  your  application  will 
be  investigated  by  the  the  Attorney 
General. 

(c)  You  may  be  required  to  undergo  a 
medical  examination  by  a  doctor 
selected  by  the  Attorney  General  or  the 
Court. 

(d)  All  inquiries  will  be  conducted  in  strict 
confidence. 

5.  HOW  WILL  YOUR  CLAIM  BE 

CONSIDERED? 

After  the  investigation  has  been  completed, 
the  Attorney  General  will  submit  a  report  to  the 
Court.  The  Court  may  render  a  decision  based  on 
your  application  and  the  report,  or  in  its 
discretion  the  Court  may  order  the  claim  set  for 
hearing. 

In  the  event  a  hearing  is  ordered,  the 
applicant  will  be  given  reasonable  opportunity  to 
appear  personally  or  with  counsel  and  to  present 
witnesses  at  such  hearing. 

6.  HOW  WILL  YOU  BE  ADVISED  OF  THE 

DECISION? 

You  will  be  sent  a  copy  of  the  decision  in 
writing. 


3  0112  122587766 


7.  WHERE  CAN  YOU  FILE  YOUR  NOTICE? 

The  Attorney  General 

Crime  Victims  Division 

Room  300—188  West  Randolph  Street 

Chicago,  Illinois  60601 

312/793-2585 

or 

The  Attorney  General 
Crime  Victims  Division 
500  South  Second  Street 
Springfield,  Illinois  62756 
217/782-1090 

8.  WHERE  CAN  YOU  FILE  YOUR  CLAIM 
APPLICATION? 

Clerk,  Illinois  Court  of  Claims 
1 1 5  West  Monroe 
Springfield,  Illinois  62756 
217/782-7101 

or 

Clerk,  Illinois  Court  of  Claims 
Suite  415—188  West  Randolph  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois  60601 
312/793-3887 


You  will  be  asked  to  execute  forms  authorizing 
the  investigation  of  information  in  your  claim  and 
also  a  subrogation  agreement  to  the  State. 

Your  claim  will  be  investigated  and  determined 
without  regard  to  whether  the  alleged  criminal  is 
known  or  not,  and  regardless  of  whether  he  has  been 
arrested  and  found  guilty  or  not  guilty. 

Any  willful  misstatement  or  omission  of  facts 
by  any  applicant  shall  be  a  violation  of  law  and 
subject  to  penalty. 


